Illinois Summer Horticulture Day                            

Thursday, June 16, 2005

Edwards Apple Orchard ( 7061 Centerville Rd., Poplar Grove, Illinois, 61065

Edwards Apple Orchard is located near Poplar Grove, Illinois, approximately fifteen miles northeast of Rockford and 80 miles northwest of Chicago.  Corn and soybean fields dominate the mostly rural northern Illinois landscape, but agricultural land use is beginning to give way to residential and commercial development in the area.

Robert (Sr.) and Audrey Edwards raised corn, soybeans and livestock on the farm through the early 1960’s.  In 1963, Robert (Jr.) and Betty Edwards purchased the property and began the transition from dairy and row crop production to apple orchard and farm market.  Ken and Barb (Edwards) Hall joined the family business in 1984, and purchased the business from Bob and Betty (Barb’s parents) in 1990.  

Today, our focus continues to be on apples.  We currently grow eleven varieties of apples on forty-five acres with a plant density of 180 to 900 trees per acre.  Pumpkins and raspberries are also important crops and we grow small amounts of gourds, squash, ornamental corn and chrysanthemums.  Pick-your-own apples has been a popular activity here for more than thirty years. 

We also offer pumpkins and raspberries as pick-your-own crops.  The barn that once housed Granddad Edwards’ dairy cows is now home to our farm market.  The Apple Barn includes a gift shop, bakery, fudge kitchen, coffee shop, cider mill, packing facility and cold storage.  Additional buildings include a farm museum, farm animal barn and supply storage.  We open for business on Labor Day Weekend and close for the season on the first Sunday after Thanksgiving.  Ken and Barb Hall.

Tentative Agenda

8:00 – 8:30  am

Registration

8:30 – 8:45 am

Welcome and Introduction 

8:45 am – 12:00 pm
Field Tours (Wagon Tours)


Apple Orchard
Planting Closer, Training More, Pruning Less (Ken Hall)






...growing apples in 2005





The Hive, the Honey Bee, and Apple Pollination (Mark Hoard)






...are bumblebees an alternative?  New honeybee strains? 





Matching Tops and Bottoms (Bradley Taylor)






...new rootstocks, matching scions and rootstocks





Honeycrisp Management and Nutrition (Mosbah Kushad)






...emphasizing thinning and calcium/bitter pit management




Codling Moth Confusion and Control (Rick Weinzierl) 





...what’s working, what’s not

      Fire Blight Prediction and Control (Mohammad Babadoost)

...Management and Forecasting Summer Diseases


     Brambles Site
Managing Raspberry Patches (Maurice Ogutu, Ken Hall)


Pumpkin Patch
Pumpkin Varieties and Pollination (Alan Walters, Bill Shoemaker)


Managing Diseases, Insects, and Weeds in Pumpkins (Mohammad


 Babadoost, Rick Weinzierl, Elizabeth Wahle, and Bill Whiteside)

8:45 am – 12:00 pm
Women’s Concurrent Session - Front Porch Chat   

Share Your Ideas About On-Farm Retailing (Barb Hall)

8:45 am – 12:00 pm
Kids Concurrent Session - Crafts and Games
12:00 – 2:00 pm
Barbeque Pork Chop Lunch




Lunch-Time Presentations

Presentations
Exhibitors Comments (Don Naylor)




Presidents Comments (Pat Curran)




Fruit/Vegetable Industries in Northern Illinois (Extension Specialists) 

2:00 pm -

Touring Edwards’ Sales and Production Facilities (on your own)

Illinois State Horticultural Society

15962 Old Orchard Rd.

Bloomington, IL 61704


[image: image1.wmf]
Registration:. The cost to attend is $20 advance or $25 at the door.  Advance reservations are appreciated.  Please pre-register by June 11.  On-site registration begins at 8:00 a.m.  Children are free with a “special” lunch and children’s program.  

Directions: Edwards Apple Orchard is located about fifteen minutes northeast of Rockford, one and one-half miles north and one and one-half miles east of the intersection of State Routes 173 and 76. 

More Information:  For Rockford area attractions go to www.gorockford.com.  Several Rockford hotels are offering special accommodations.  For a list of hotels or more information contact: Don H. Naylor, Executive Secretary at 15962 Old Orchard Road, Bloomington, IL 61704, telephone 309/828-8929 , email: ilsthortsoc@yahoo.com or FAX 270/682-3892.

Sponsored by:  The Illinois State Horticultural Society, the University of Illinois, Southern Illinois University, and The Illinois Specialty Growers Association. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------  (  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Advance Registration Form

2005 I. S. H. S. Summer Field Day ( June 16, 2005
$ ________ for _____ reservations for the field day ($20/person, $25 on-site, children free)

Name of Orchard:  _________________________________________

Names Attending Field Day: _________________________________, _____________________________________, 

_______________________________, _________________________________, ___________________________________, 

_____________________________, # children ________

Address: _____________________________________  Email: __________________________________________,

City: __________________   St:____  Zip:_________ Tele: __________________  

Send to: I.S.H.S., 15962 Old Orchard Rd., Bloomington, IL 61704 to arrive by June 11.

Rockford Hotels with special rates for your group:

Best Western Clock Tower Resort & Conference Center

7801 E. State Street  815.398.6000/800.528.1234

Restaurants, lounges, indoor pool, two outdoor pools, whirlpool, sauna, racquet club, and fitness center.  $79

Cliffbreakers Comfort Suites

700 W. Riverside Blvd

815.282.3033

Restaurants, lounge, pool, whirlpool suites. Complimentary breakfast.  $65

Days Inn & Suites

4313 Bell School Rd, Loves Park

815.282.9300/800.329.7466

Rooms and suites, indoor pool, exercise room.

$53-$79
Other Rockford Region Hotels

Baymont Inn

662 North Lyford Road

815.229.8200/877.229.6668

Pool, complimentary breakfast.

Exel Inn

220 S. Lyford Rd, 815.332.4915
Fitness room, free continental breakfast.  

Hampton Inn

615 Clark Drive  815.229.0404/800.426.7866

Pool, whirlpool, free continental breakfast,

Holiday Inn 

7550 E. State St.  815.398.2200/800.383.7829

Restaurant, lounge, pool, whirlpool, game room, fitness center, beauty salon.  

Quality Suites

7401 Walton St. 815.227.1300/800.228.5151

Indoor pool, fitness center, free buffet breakfast, free evening coffee/cocktails. 

Ramada Plaza Hotel

200 S. Bell School Rd.

815.226.2100

Restaurant, lounge, pool.

Ramada Inn of South Beloit

200 Dearborn Ave, South Beloit

815.389.3481

Pool, whirlpool, game room. 

Sleep Inn

725 Clark Dr. 815.398.8900

Fitness room, continental breakfast.

Sweden House Lodge
4605 E. State St  815.398.4130/800.886.4138

Indoor pool, whirlpool, exercise room, game room, free continental breakfast. 

For assistance with room reservations please call Diane Lyon at the Rockford Area Convention & Visitors Bureau at 815.489.1661/800.521.0849.  

For information about things to do in the Rockford Region, log on to www.gorockford.com.
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